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Ackerson~Demarest Trading FPoat
Iain Street and Mill Road
Perk Ridge, Bergen County, New Jersey

Owner: HMoses Rawlszer Egtate

Date of Trectlon: About 1765

Architect;

Bullder: Garret (?) Ackerson

Present Condition: Poor

Humber of Stories: Two

Materials of Construction: Foundationln fieldstoné

Exterior walls -~ Trame
construction, wide clap~
boards

Interlor walls - plaster;
walls £illed with mud and
atone

The floors are wide pine
planks on rewn oak beams

Inside brick chimneys

Rool - piltch

Histarical Data:

The early history of this structure depends
upon tredition mere than upon fact. We have beon
unable te find any deeds early enough to prove the
asgsertions made as te date of erection and builder,
Towever, Trom descendants and local tradltion we have
been able to plece together what we belleve to be a
fairly accurate account., Nr, John H, Ackerman of




HADS ~HJ~176

Page 2

N, T

2. fe

Woodeliff ILske, who 15 the great-great-grandson
of Garret (?) Ackerson, says that the structure
wag bulls about 1765 by him for hils nerhew
Cornelius Dermarest vino kept the store, Almost
directly across the street is o shone house which
was bullt by the same Aekerson about 1760, This

“would seem to beayr out the contentlon that Acker-

son bullt it. Other loczl sources glve the name

as Corncelius instead of Garret, both are famlly
nariess, Thils Garret or Cornelius was uurposed to
have been a colonel of militia, There 1s no mention
of any suwh individual in Strylker!s list,

Our earlliest record is the will of Garret
Ackerson Sated 1848 who left the homestead to his
agon Garret G, Ackerson vho gold In 1857 to ILevi
Gurnee, The flrst mentioned Gerret was the son of
the bhullder. OGurnee in turn sold to loses Daviszer,
At present the property is in the hanGs of his
estate. .

Local tradition claims that this was a
trading post and tiwt John Jacob Astor stopped Terc,
This nmay or nay not be the truth, bLut it 18 vossible
that he 2i¢ travel old Pascack Road, Porter in his
life of Astor says that about 1785 or 1790 he made
trips through nortiern lew Jorasey =2lonz the line of
the present Lrle Re:lfoad and was supposed to have

followed the earlier Indion tralls, All his blographaors

agree that he made trips through northcrn Wew Jerwev
For that reason we bave accepbted thie loeal trudition
that he did come to the ©ld Demarest store.
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Stryker, We 3. 0£f1cial Reglster of
the Officers and llen of HNew Jersey
i the devolutionary ar Trenton,

Nicholson, 1872

4 search of 3Bergen County court
records by Wallace Dunlop, Bergen
County Cflice

Information from lr. John II, Ackerman,

Yoodellill Lake, and J. ., Stornms,
Parlz Ridge
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